STORY/ANDIART BY:
FARIO J! F. FONTES




sThe'art'sucks!’




HOW LON&
HAS IT BEEN,
NOW? FIVE
YEARS?P
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e m‘ 2 AN ETERNITY...

BUT THE WAIT
15 COMING TO
AN END,

_ STOPY. AND AT 8
[FABIO J. F. FONTE

IT WON'T BE LONE .
BEFORE I GET TO
SEE YOU SAYING

%Lo, woeLp!™

F s

AND A WHOLE
LOT MOPRE THAN
THAT, RIGHT,
MARK?

EUT IN THE
MEANTIME...

... I DON'T THINK
YOU'LL MIND THAT
I USE THAT Bl1&
HARD-DRIVE OF
YOURS, WILL YOU?
HEHEHE...




'S GET

LET
OUTTA HERE,
OR WHAT?




AND CLOSE THAT
THING, WILL YOou?r

THE FEWER PEOPLE
WHO &ET TO LOOK
INSIDE, THE BETTER/

T

&0D DARN
IT, MIGLEL/

HASN'T
ANYONE EVER
TOLD YOU TO

e KNOCK FIRST?/

YA KNOW... PEOPLE
ARE ALREADY THINKINE
YOU'RE LUP TO SOMETHING.
WOLILDN'T IT BE BETTER
IF YOU STOPPED FOR

A WHILE?
B QM‘* bR S
BUT IT'S
NEARLY
FINISHED...
o I'M NOT
I KNEW THAT &ONNA STOP
COULD HAPPEN, NOW, EVEN IF
EVENTUALLY. FOR A MONTH
or TWO!




IT'S THAT
IMPORTANT
FOR YA, HUH?

I'VE BEEN WORKING
ON THIS FOR 5 YEARS,
IT'S KIND OF NORMAL
THAT I'VE 6ROWN SOME
S50RT OF BOND WITH IT,
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f HE'S LIKE A

SON, TO ME,

HEH... | DON'T
PEMEMBER HAVIN'
MY DAD LOCKING
ME INSIDE A FAKE

PC BOX, AND USING
MY BRAIN AS A
GLORIFIED
PEN DRIVE...

AND GET THAT
Bl& REAR OF

YOURS OUTTA
THAT 8OX!

HEY, I
DON'T HEAR HIM
COMPLAINING,

HEHEHE...

\../A
OH, JUST
SHUT IT/

HE'S &OT UNLIMITED
STORAGE CAPACITY!
MIEGHT AS WELL MAKE
SOME USE OF IT!

UNLIMITED :
STORAGE...?

TO REPORT
THIS AT
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THE
AND WHY DON'T 4/ CONNECTION 1/ tHeYLL
YOUR STUFF AT A LOT FASTER, TR T oipAcY, TLL
HOME, ANYWAY? THAT'S WHY. l N e VAL

WHAT'S
LEFT ON IT,

SOFTWARE
OPTIMIZATION,
e, MOSTLY.

OH, S0 IT'S
FUNCTIONAL, & s
0O YOU KEEP YOUR
DAUGHTER LOCKED
SHUT INSIDE A L

CHEST, TOO? 7

" FUNCTIONAL,
YES... RPELIABLE,
NOT REALLY.




IT'S NOT
EVEN LOCKED...
THIS IS JUST

TOO EASY.

ITs
DONE,
5.

L EXCELLENT.




ISN'T
THAT RIGHT,

PALLAP
g

ey

AS MUCH AS

I'D LIKE TO KNOW '
MORE ABOUT THAT .

"UNLIMITED
STORAGE"...

. AT 1S BEST
SOMETIMES TO
SIMPLY WIPE OUT

ANY COMPETITION,

WELL THEN,
LET US BE OFF,

L AGPEED.
%"Q%’%ﬁ@‘- el e
"
THIS 1S A GREAT QEOTO
CHANCE TO TRY O
OUT THIS NEW
VIRUS OF MINE...
&VJ'C o

A VIRUS WITH THE
ABILITY TO ACTUALLY
THINK, ANC TO FIGURE

OUT HOW TO BREAK
THROUEGH ANY
PROTECTIONS ON
IT'S OWN...

TODAY
SHALL B8E
IT'S TEST...




>running "grimm.exe™;

>anti-virus shut-down;
>detecting external drives;

>initiating infection...

>progress: 2%




EET
ME OLUTTA

I'M
CLAUSTROPHOBIC,
FOR CRYIN’
ourt Loup/




RISE ONE, TWO,

AND SHINE, (775 ONE, TWO,
EVERYBODY! £EF, ONE, TWO...
‘, L gy
TIME
FOR SOME
MORNING
EXERCISES! x
o
w2 j‘za
e oy
o
i £
i i
i e
o WHY
OLULD A
POBOT gE

AND IT'S NOT
EVEN DAY-TIME,
YET.

e
5

i

yii

&
IcouLp

USE AN ALARM &)\
CLOCK... -,csaﬁssg’fm
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ARF, ARF,

My
&op!

e
o
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... I'VE 60T
TO 0O :
SOMETHING! /7

HAHA, LOOK
AT IT'S TAIL

WAGGLIN',
I CAN'T EVEN
IMAGINE HOW
MUCH IT MUST
8E SUFFERING...
WHAT ARE THEY Ve 0
oonetOoTHAT | € il
DEFENSELESS [XAS
CREATUIREP!

NOTE TO

SELF: NEXT
TIME, OPEN
N\ THE WINDOW,

WHAT
WAS THAT?




YOou,
EVIL-DOERS!

fiay

"PETA" WOULD
TAKE TOO LONE
TO 6ET HERE,
S0 HERE I AM/

o o

A

HOW DARE
YOU HURT THAT
ADORABLE
CREATURE?!

WHO'S
THERE?!

WHAT MATTERS
IS THAT IN THE
NAME OF THE
MOON THAT'S

§ NOW WATCHING

», OVER US...

. OR SOME

CRAP LIKE
THAT...

—_—

I DUNNO MY OWN

NAME, SO I CAN'T
INTRODUCE MYSELF
PROPERLY...

.. BUT THAT'S
NOT THE POINT,
DAMMIT!

o M
SONNA KICK
YOUR ASSES/
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IT'S AN
N\ EXTRATERRESTRIAL///
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A,

B,

SPARKY,
ATTACK!

I'M ON
yOuR SIDE,
you IDIOT!

C0O

MUST BE
A MASOCHIST,




I TRy
TO HELP YOU,

i AND THAT'S THE

APRECIATION

I 60T NO
PATIENCE FOR
i CRAZY CANINES
LIKE YOu!

I ceT?!
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THE LEAST!

<
THAT'S KINDA
RUDE, TO sAY

@
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SHOULDN'T
WE &0 AFTER
_IT, 80SS? 4

AND HAVE OUR
HEADS FRIED BY
IT'S DEATH RAYS
OF DOOM? WHAT

i
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S
I'M OUTTA HERE!
A 600D NIGHT, AND
¥ N EO0D RIDDANCE!

i

THE NERVE..
""" THEY MUST THINK
T WAS BORN
YESTERDAY!
/ T WAS BOBN
r
TODAY/
THEY SHOULD
. MORE RESPE-
S

e

oy i




WHADDAY A
WANT, SPONGE?

HEEEEELP!!! / '

e I'M BEING

o CHASED BY

: CERBERUS'
UeLY sIsTER!




WHEW/
I THINK I
LOSTIT. ,

N
L
T
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o
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WHAT NOW? THIS
HELLISH SHEEP'S
FINALLY &OT ME...

. WHAT KIND OF
HORRORS COMING ¥
FROM THIS BEAST
MIGHT BE WAITING
FOR ME?!_

IT'S TRYINE
\ TO RUST ME///




S JUST
BECAUSE I
&0T A FINE
PAINTJOR,
THAT'S NO
PERMISSION
FOR YOU TO,
LICK ME!

KEEP THAT
TONGLUE
AWAY!

MY DEAR

o IT'S
TRYING TO
HYPNOTIZE

ME!




FOUR-LEGGED
CRITTERS... 600
THEM OUT/ ~

THEY DON'T
KNOW HOW TO
APRECIATE A

TRY TO LICK YOU 4 .

JUST WHAT
DID I DO TO
DESERVE
ALL THIS?
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[ HEY, WHAT'S
_ THAT NOISE?




HAVE WE
RESCUED
 EVERYONE?

*COLIGH, .

COUEH"...
O O PLEASE,
A SOMEONE

WHAT'S
TAKING SO
LONG WITH

THAT LADDERP!

I DON'T
KNOW, IT AIN'T
RESPONDING...

THERE'S
STILL SOMEONE
ON THE LAST
FLOOR!

SAVE ME! f
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|
M
i s N
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) ez B .
{ / WE'RE GONNA - HRMM...
ézi HAVE TO CALL THERE'S NO
g f
%@E THE OTHER TRLICK! £ TIME FOR THAT...
ﬁl: 2 rrrr—

WHY AREN'T

THEY SAVING
HER? g




THEY MUST
BE HAVING
SOME KIND -
OF PROBLEM. ,

BUT IF NO ONE
HELPS HER...

SHE'LL... SHE'LL

BE BUENED ALIVE!

YOU C-CAN DO A

WHOL-LE LOT M-MORE
T-THAN JUST-T THAT...

... THERE?

s

IWISH I
COULD DO

SOMETHING...

BUT WHAT?

e e
S R

B e S A R

I CAN'T EVEN
GET MYSELF
UpP THERE/




-
Y-YOU ARE
INS-SIDE YOUR
OWN M-MEMORY...

.. HARMING

¥-YOU IS NOT-T
AM-MONE MY

SC-CARED.., INT-TENTIONS,

WHO
ARE YOUP!

... AND WHAT'S
WRONEG WITH

YOUR SPEECH,
BUDDY?

TOO M-MANY

Q-QUESTIONS
FOR 5-50
LITTLE TIM-ME.

T HAV-VE
SOMETHING
T-THAT'LL MAKE
YOU A-ABLE TO
PESC-CUE THAT
WOMAN,
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WHY D-DO
YOU WANT-T
TO SAVE HER
5-50 MUCH?

I JUST.. T aUsT
CAN'T STAND TO
REMAIN IDLE AND

00 NOTHING, WHILE =

SOMEONE'S IN A
TIGHT SPOT,
LIKE THAT/
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THERE'S JUST
NO REASON

NOT TO HELP
HER, &ET IT? /

s

R-RAISE
YOUR HAND-D,
LIKE 5-50!




( WHAT... WHAT
OIo YOUu oo?

POCKET... g
<

.. GRAPPLE?

I WISH I c-cOULD
UNLOCK-K MORE
T-THAN T-THAT...

e BUT M-MY
CURRENT C-CONSIDER
C-CONDITION IT A W-WAY OF
DOES NOT-T &-GETTING
AL-LLOW Us-SgD TO IT,

E TO.

” WHO ARE

S5 YOU, AND WHY

DID YOU GAVE

N ME THIS?




YOU D-DIDN'T

HEAR M-ME,
oio-0 you?

| D-DION'T GAVE
YOU ANYT-THING,
I JUST UNLOCKED
S-SOMETHING
YOU ALREAD-DY,
POSSESS.

¥ AND T-THAT
IS JUST-T THE
TIP-P OF THE

, ICEE-BERE.

WE WILL S-5EE
EACH OTHER-R SOON
EN-NOU&H. NOW &0,

SAVE T-THAT &IeL...

\ R
.. AND T-TRY
NOT TO WRECK-K
YOURS-SELF IN

WILL YOu?

T-THE P-PROCESS,

7 BACK TO
7w THE ALLEY.

WHO WAS

\THAT GUY24

WELL,
NEVERMIND
THAT, FOR




THERE...
THERE HAS
TOBE A
WAY...

LOOKS LIKE
MY ALUNT'S
TOASTER.

A TUNA CAN
WITH LEES?

IT's A L!Tﬁ

{ TOO SOON FOR
HALLOWEEN,

KIopO!

PERHAPS I
CAN BE OF
ASSISTANCE.




y THIS IS N '
NO TIME FOR
TALKING...

/!

THIS HAND OF
MINE eLOWS WITH ™
[ AN AWESOME o &
POWER/
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. BUT
TO TAKE
ACTION!

ITS Loup
ROAR TELLS
ME TO 6RPASP
victoey’

&

ONWARD/

ROCKET
ERAPPLE!!!

.




QK KID, WE
APRECIATE
YOUR HELP.

NOW LET
us 0O oue
\ vos, ok?

o
| DON'T GET
AT

i HEY,

BETTER )
LATE THAN g_?;’{ﬂ:*
NEV-




NOT THE

WHAT DO

YA KNOW... |
ACTUALLY

\WORKED!

HARDLY EVEN
HAVE A FACE...

DOES IT
PEALLY
MATTER WHO
| &M, MISSY?

WHO...
WHO ARE
you?

)

SEERE
o

S
X

ITOLD
YOU NOT TO

SCREAM, 500
DAMMIT!




ONE
MORE
TIME!

ROCKET

GRAPPLE!!!

you

TRAITOROUS

SWINE!!!
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)
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EHM... §
gh_HELI.D? ;
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YOU'RE

e

N

i
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2
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NO!

NOT GONNA
FAIL ON ME
NOW, ARE
your

1 FOR PETE'S
SAKE...

"COME ON...

.: ALREADY/!/
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DELIVERY FOR &
MR. STACHE!!! ]

HEY, WAIT
& MIN-

PEALLY

oo 1T/

)

AT LEAST
SHE 0T
A SOFT

LANDING,




WHAT A

HERO . P Trat
»\ WAS SO
cooL!

I PEALLY

NEED TO START  UH” 27 ) :
PRACTICING ON S
MY LANDING., Pt
_____ o ! Look,§. = 1§77 weL, iT's :
e ] ™MERE O e NICE THAT IT ALL 1
HEWENT N/ HEWS/ed .. .. TURNEDO OUT WELL, B=°
UP THERE, | A 0 — 5 o IN THE END. o s
RIGHT? A { L ./ ?3" e o - .
———— 1" i WHAT'S : ﬁs
e : JgA s 4 | :
7 o .
S
i
e
e

R

A
™
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- -'—'-—rr.-_
2 1 THOUeHT |\ " AND IT FELT
THAT WAS JUST 6000 TO PO SO. \ b
A KID IN A FLUNKY : i \ I COULD &ET %
COSTUME! USED TO THIS.




“WHO WAS
. THAT?

NO IDEA.

i

euT WHOEVER,

1 OP WHATEVER,

[ i

THAT WAS...

s

DESERVES OUPR
GRATITUDE, A

i

o

i
-

-
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SPICER-GUY...
IRON DUDE... NAH,
THOSE ARE
PROBABLY TAKEN.

A

MAYEE T SHOULD
LET THE PEOPLE
THINK OF A NICKNAME
FOR ME... YEAH,

THAT'D 8E cOOL_(OV]

<

WITHOUT KNOWINE HIS OWN
NAME, OUR LITTLE HERO HAS
ALREADY BECOME... A HERO,

WHAT WILL HAPPEN FROM NOW
ON? AND HOW WILL ROBERTO
RPEACT TO HIS CREATION'S SUDDEN

AWAKENING? DON'T MISS THE NEXT
ISSUE OF "MARK.PTO" TO FIND OUT/




EXTRAS

ON THIS ISSUE:

- MARK: EARLY CONCEPTS;
- ROCKET GRAPPLE EXPLANATION;
- QA INTRODUCTION.




MARK: EARLY CONCEPTS

It's kinda funny how Mark started out. In the
beggining, he was just a redesign | made of
an anime convention mascot, just for fun.

So, at this point, he was still that other character,
only with a different look. It was only at a later
stage that I'd break the connection with the

source material, and actually give him a personality
(and name) of his own.

The reason why | did the redesign to begin with
was simple: | didn't like how the thing looked.

| ABOVE: THE FIRST ATTEMPT |

Then, the idea of making a story with the
lil' guy hit me. However, | didn't think that
previous design would work for the comedy
type of story that this comic goes for. So |
went with another design, the one to the
right of this paragraph.

While | think it looked better for the purpose,

| found this a bit too detailed. So, | ended up
simplified it, and went back to the "visor eyes”
from the previous design, as those would
allow for more expressiveness than those
goggle-thingies. By now, the color scheme
was still the same.

The third stage was the same as the final
one, the only differing in the color scheme.
| eventually changed it to white and blue,
and thus, Mark was born!

ABOVE: SECOND ATTEMPT |




THE "ROCKET GRAPPLE" ABILITY

Mark's arms are prepared to shoot his
hands, keeping them connected to the
arms through a laser-like beam.

This ahility can be used to reach high
places with ease, or as a ranged attack.

Thrusters that give

impulse to the hands, f
when disconnected. The beam connectors

are, simply put, magnets.
The beam itself serves
the purpose of channeling
that magnetic force,
allowing the hand to

\\‘ come back.

this is where the
beam connects the
hand to the arm.

A-ray of Mark's
forearm. MNote the
line separating the
hand portion from
the rest of the arm.

When not in use, the hand stays
connected to the forearm with a

simple lock device on the thrusters.




ASK MARK

THIS WILL BE WHERE I, MARK, WILL
BE ANSWERING ANY QUESTIONS
YOU MIEHT WANNA ASK,

YES, IT'S ME WHO'LL BE ANSWERING,
NOT THE AUTHOR OF THIS THING. AS

IF T WASN'T GONNA BREAK THE FOURTH
WALL ENOU&H ON THE STORY..,

"Were you built by communist tech, whether directly and/or indirectly.
If so, what is your opinion over this?"
- The Lil' mad communist

Ah, good question, Mister... Lily. You see, | do not believe | am composed by
any of that kind of technology, be it hardware or software, for two simple yet
strong reasons:

e e e PP e e PP P N PN

o First, if my software had been made by those guys, that funky virus would never G
G tand a chance. Have you seen the anti-virus those guys have developed?! i %*?
9@% standa c y guy p i %}%
. -
g@gﬁ On the other hand, if my body had been built by the communists, you think | would | 23%&
ﬁ’gﬁ last a full issue? Come on! Have you seen how they build their stuff? | think they s‘iégg
%ﬁ used duct tape to keep their space rockets airtight, for crying out loud! S
I R A B
. .
. .
S‘-::ﬁ;— = o

GOT ANY QUESTIONS FOR MARK? SEND AN EMAIL TO:

ask.markpto@gmail.com




